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Synopsis

-- Fascinating tales of the journeys of adventurers and explorers-- Details how these expeditions

broadened our knowledge-- lllustrated with maps, paintings, drawings, and photographs
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Customer Reviews

In his book From Coronado To Escalante:The Explorers of The Spanish Southwest Dr. J.M. Morris
told the story about Don Francisco Vazquez de Coronado’s journey of 1540 to the present-day
Southwest, and skillfully depicted the origins of this expedition. He used the accounts of the
previous Spanish conquistadores like Hernan Cortes and Francisco Pizarro who before Coronado
organized their "entradas" and subjugated the mighty Aztec and Inca empires. The author has also
drawn the images of the people who patrticipated in these adventures by portraying their ethnic and
social status, and what motivated them to endure hardships such as fatigue, thirst, cold, and heat in
the terras incognitas. As Dr. Morris followed every footstep of the Coronado conquistadores across
the vast territories of Northern Mexico, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and Kansas, he educated the
reader about the types of landscape they encountered. The author not only pointed out the
geographical terms of the landscape such as the Continental Divide, the Great Canyon or the rivers
of Sonora, Pecos and Rio Grande, but he also linguistically enhanced the characteristics of that
environment by providing the terms used by the Spanish explorers themselves like
despoblados,"desolate, cactus-strewn wastelands", and the Llano Estacado, "Staked Plains",a part

of the plateau streching across Northern New Mexico and the Texas Panhandle, to name just a few.



The author introduced the reader to a variety of Indian cultures that the Coronado expedition
encountered in its way. "The Zunis, the Opatas, the Hopis, the dwellers of the pueblos in the Rio
Grande Valley, the Querechos of the buffalo plains, the Teyas of the barrancas and the Wichitas of
Kansas" provide evidence of a diverse world of the America’s indigenous population. Besides this
ethnic diversity, Dr.Morris exhibited various attitudes of how Europeans were perceived by the
Indians. The title From Coronado To Escalante is a timeline during which the power of the Spanish
conquistadores declined (since gold was not found to be abundant) and the ascent of the Catholic
Church missionaries began. Where the magic and attraction of the riches were gone, the
abundance of the Indian pagan souls prevailed. Friar Silvestre Velez de Escalante and his small
group in 1776 opened a new era in mapping the landscape of the Southwest that resulted in
creation of more missions in that area, the monuments to the legacy of the Catholic Church of
Spain. Dr. J. M. Morris book provides a focused, comprehensive narrative that makes the reader
open the map of Mexico and the present-day Southwest in order to plot Coronado’s trail as he or

she reads about the Spanish explorers’ adventures in search of gold, glory, and fame.
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